Urocanic acid and cutaneous antigen presentation.
Exposure to UVB results in the isomerization of trans-urocanic acid (UCA), localized in the stratum corneum, to cis-UCA. Cis-UCA can mediate at least some of the immunosuppressive effects of UVB, though the mechanism of cis-UCA action remains incompletely defined. Here, we review the evidence that cis-UCA acts through alterations in cutaneous antigen presentation.